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No UNION, &. 


HAT the Kingdoms of England 
and Scotland are united by an 
_ eftabliſh'd Conſtitution, and 
„ formed both into One Body, 
now called the Kingdom of Great Bri- 
— tain, which Conſtitution is called the 
| UxioNn; this is well enough known. 
But that there is Union little enough a- 

mong us, as well about the Eſtabliſh- 2 

ment of that Conſtitution it ſelf, as a- 

bout the Obſerving or not Obſerving 
the Articles made between us, is the 
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AND 


No UNION, . 


HAT the Kingdoms of England 
and Scotland are united by an 


eſtabliſh'd Conſtitution, and 
, "2a formed both into One Body, 
now called the Kingdom of Great Bri- 
tain, which Conſtitution is called the 
Ux1ioN; this is well enough known, 
But that there is Union little enough a- 
mong us, as well about the Eſtabliſh- 
ment of that Conſtitution it ſelf, as a- 
bout the Obſerving or not Obſerving 
the Articles made between us, is the 
A 3 great 
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8 
reat Misfortune of Both Nations. I I m 
lieve I may ſay without giving any ] ſuj 
one offence, that a Firmer Union of I are 
Policy with Leſs Union of Affection, I ſed 
has hardly been known in the whole I ma 
World. Nay it will not, I believe, be Þ anc 
offer'd or ſuggeſted, that there is any of 
Viſible Increaſe of Good Will, Chari- Ge 
ty, or Love of Neighbourhood, be- me 

- tween the Nations, ſince the finiſhing I ma 
the Tranſaction of the late Treaty of 
Union. I am very ſorry to note a 1 
Truth ſo little to our Conſolation. Pre 
It would be too In viduous a Task to her 
enter into a Particular Account of the Ian. 
Reaſons which might be given for theſe Un 

| Diviſions, and this Decay of Affection || and 
=>$ between the Two Nations, fince the I vile 
| late Vion; moſt of them may be re- GO 
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| _ duc'd to theſe three. | as te 
| perl 

Matters of 469% ag between Presbyterian j men 

and Epiſcopal. | leſs 

Matters of State, between Jacobite and Ha- Epiſ 

| nover Succeſſion. S659 Part 
LE Matters of Property ; about Taxing and not | for t 

= Taxing, &c. . was 

| Vac: 


Of all theſe it ſeems neceſſary to give IRigl 
ſome Account, that indifferent People I niſte 
4 may 


(s) 


may judge whether theſe Breaches arc 


ſufficiently grounded, whether there 


are any probable Methods tobe propo- 
ſed for a Cure, and how far the Union 
may or may not he ſaid to be broken 
and diſſolved thereby: From the Reſult 
of which alſo, the Conduct of ſome 
Gentlemen in their late Publick Reſent- 
ment of things relating to Seotlend, 
may be approv'd or condemn'd. 


Fixs T. Matters of Religion; between 
Presbyterian 2d Epiſcopal. The Breach 
here ſeems to lye thus; The Presbyteri- 
ans having capitulated in the Treaty of 
Union forthe Security of their Church, 
and for the preſerving all its Pri- 


{| vileges; both as to Diſcipline and 
Government, and the Uniformity alſo 
as to Doctrine and Worſhip; expected 


perhaps from thence that no Encourage- 
ment, Countenance, or Protection, much 
leſs Toleration, ſhould be given to the 
Epiſcopal, (called there) tlie Prelatic 
Party; and therefore theſe, when the Act 
for tollerating the Epiſcopal Meetings 
was paſs'd ; an Act for reſtoring the Tale 
Vacance; and another to reſtore the 
Right of Patrons to Preſentation of Mi- 
niſters to vacant Benefices, &c. Theſe I 

lay, 


— 


(V3 


ſay, cry out loudly, The Union was Bro- 


ken. | 38 
On the other Hand, the Epiſcopal be 
or Prelatick Party, finding, Her Maje-I in t 
ity her ſelf (being Educated in the ſame 
Opinion) very Tender of them; the]. 2. 
Church of England in Charity Embra- Stat 
cing and Eſpouſing them; and the Times 
as they ſuppoſed Favouring them further 
than before, failed not to puſh on their res 
Interelt,. to preſs for their Liberty, Jaco 
and Unhappily to lay their Hopes up- 
on that exploded Article, {viz.) The and 
Diſpenſing Power of the Queen; promp- Imp 
ting ſeveral things in their own Favour nalt] 
Inconſiſtent not with the Articles on: Con 
ly, but with the Conſtitution of Britain“ 
which if they could obtain, they would that 
be the firſt to boaſt of as an Infraction Oath, 
both of the Revolution and alfo of““ 
the Union; that ſo they might lookſ*"<Y 
on the Union to be really Diſſolv'dſoblię 
in its own Nature, and that onef#24 
Breach being made might juſtify ma- Nach; 
king another: And ſoon to a Rupture IBirtl 
which without wronging them it mayſtle t 
be ſaid, they above all things Paſſi. I. 
onately Deſire, and therefore we finc Or 
no People more forward to ſay thepbrine 
Union is already broken, tho? the ve I 
| * þ - 


Sn, of 
ry things which they will own to 
be Breaches of the Union were done 
in their Favour. _ 


3r 0+ 


pal 


aje- | 
"hell 2. The Second Head conſiſts of 


bra. IState Matters, or the Affair of the 
mes Succeſſion; between the Pretender and the 
ther Houſe of Hanover, in theſe Affairs the 
heir Hresbyterians tho? not at all in the 
rty, Jacobite Intereſt, yet openly many of 
up- them refuſe to take the Abjuration 
Theland when the ſame is Enforced an 

mp- Impoſed upon them under fevere Pe- 
vourlnalties and Forfeitures, they loudly 
on-IComplain of that Law as 4 Breach of 


cn” that very truely) ſtipulated, that 
x 0 
_ Oaths ſhould be Impoſed upon them Con- 
fo of to their Principles, and this Oath, 
they fay, isagainſt their Principles, as it 
oly'gſobliges them Voluntarily to forſwear 
oneknd abjure a Presbyterian King as 
„ma-; tho! otherwiſe his Deſcent and 
ture Birth gave him an Unqueſtioned Ti- 
- mayltle to the Crown, therefore they ſay, 
palf. The Union is Broken and Diſſolved. 
e find. On the other hand the Jacobite Party 
chabringing firſt all their treaſonable Argu- 


ge velments to aſſert the Ju# Claim (as they 


rucall it) of the Pretender to the Crown; 
agaffirm 


[the Union, which Union they ſay. (and 


ES —— —— 
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. 
j affirm that ſuch Right is hereditary and 
indefeaſible, and that no Humane Po. 

| | wer can legally ſuperſede that Claim, 

| The Union therefore having diſſolw'd 
j the Conſtitution, and ſet aſide the Law-fj ; 
ful Heir, as they would have him be called, 4, 
j ; is an unrighteous Act, contrary to theſÞ ; 
Laws of God, and the Nature of the R 
thing, and is therefore void in its own y 
of 

th 


Nature, diſſolves it ſelf, and cannot ſub- 
ſiſt in barr of his Right, which derives, 
ds they alledge, from God alone. This ci. 
cauſes them to join in the aforeſaid Þ V 
Complaint, That the Union is broken and 
diſſolved, | jp 


. 3. The Third Head is, Matters 

of Property, ſuch as Trade, Taxes, 

Cuſtoms, Duties, &c. and this brings 

us directly to the Caſe in Hand, 

in which, upon the. Parliament 

Voting the Malt Tax to be paid 

by all the Subjects of Great Bri- 

N tain; a New, and none of the ſofteſt 

h Cries is raiſed in the Dialect of the 

| Former (viz.) That the Union is Bro- 
| ken. : 5 

I am heartily Sorry to ſee, and 

more to mention 'the Heat with 

which theſe things are managed; T1 

mean 


'(9) 
mean without Doors, for T enter my 
Proteſt here as early as poſſible, that 
nothing ſaid here be Conſtrued to be 
grin an thing done or tranſacted in ei- 


ther Houſe of Parliament, or to reflect upon 
any Members of either Houſe for any thing 
done in Parliament. But this I take for a 


Rule that may be followed, if any 


Man (tho* a Member of Parliament 
of either Houſe) does ſay or act any 
thing out of his Parliamentary Capa- 


city out of the Houſe and not as a. 
Member, he is then as to that Action, 


to be Conſidered not as a Member of 
Parliament, but as a Britiſh Subject 
in Common with his Neighbours, 
and ſuch Action of his may be Diſ- 
courſed of equally with the Actions 
of other Men; for Example, if a 
Member of Parliament commit a 


Murther, a Robery, or any other 
Crime, ſuppoſe he Inſults a Woman, 


a Man's Wife, a Magiſtrate, or a 
Sovereign! As the Law ſhall without 
doubt treely take its ordinary Courſe 
to preſerve the Life, Property, Cha- 
ſtity, and Safety of the Subject with 


the Peace and Prerogative of the Go- 


vernment and Sovereign, it ſhall no 
doubt bring ſuch an Offender to Ju- 
| B tice, 


i 
—— — — — — — — 


(610) 
ſtice, notwithſtanding his Character as 
a Member, and as it will be no Breach 
of Privilege to have ſuch Offences 
Proſecuted, ſo neither would it be to 
Cenſure thoſe Offences in Print or 
Writing, I hope I am not miſtaken in 
this Cafe, and yet if I am, I ſhall take 
care not to come within reach of the 


cantrary: Well however: On this Ac- 
count, I jay, I am ſorry to ſee the 


Heat with which ſome People on both 
ſides carry on the preſent Contention 
about this Affair of Scotland, I will ſpeak 
of it as Cautiouſly and Reſpectively 
8s 1'can.. 1. - 5 

I muſt confeſs the Taxing Scotland 
ſeems a nice thing, for tho? it is True 
that it was left entirely in the Treat) 
of Union to the Determination of the 
Parliament of Great Britain ſo far as re- 
lates to ſuch «Taxes as are Exempted 


in the ſaid Treaty of Union. So yet, 


there is an Expreſſion in the Treaty 
firſt made at London, which tho? it 
does not limit the ſaid Parliament, 


yet it ſeems to lay down a Rule 


which is recommended to. the Par- 
liament of Great Britain, (that ſhould 
ſucceed) by the reſpective Parliament 
of England and Scotland, which very 

| then 


(nn | 
then in being and to Expire, I ay, 
recommended to the Parliament of 
Great Britain to have their Eyes upony 
as much as they thought reaſonable, 
in their future Proceedings about 
Charging Scotland with Taxes. This 
Expreſſion is thus; 5 
«That the Parliament of Great Bri- 
ain could not be ſuppoſed to lay any 
* ſorts of Burdens upon the United King- . 
© doms, but what they ſhall find of 
Neceſſity at that Time for the Preſer- 
«* vation and Good of the Whole, and 
* with due Regard to the Circumſtances 
*and Abilities of every Part of the Uni- 
* ted Kingdom: Therefore it is agreed, 
that there be no further Exemption 
* infifted upon for any Part of the Uni- 
*ted Kingdoms, but that the Conſi- 
* deration of any Exemptions beyond 
* what are already agreed on in this 
« Treaty, ſhall be leſt to the Determi- 
* nation of the Parl.ament of Great Bri- 
4 . ain | 
I take this to be ſomething like the 
Exhortations of an Aged and Fender 
Parent, or Parents on their Death Bed 
to their Son, who was upon the Point 
of raking a Wife; the Good Man tells 
his Son the particular Duties of his 
| B 2 future 


——_— cx R 
* 


b * bes 
2 


FS SS 


future Condition, as a Maſter of a Fa- 


mily, and as a Father to his Children; 
and particularly tells him perhaps, the 


Circumſtances of his Wife; what Re- 
ſpe& is due to her for the ſake of 
the Family he has taken her trom: 


How Tenderly he ſhould Treat her; 


how he ſhould bear with her want 
ot Temper, with her want of Fortune; 
and eſpecially, that he ſhould never 


upbraid her with her Mean Circum- 


ſtances, or leſſen her Jointure for want 
of her Fortune and the like; then juſt 


lives to ſee them Married and Ex- 


ires. | 
g Now it is True, the Son is not, in 
the Legal Conſtitution of Husband and 
Wife bound by theſe Exhortations, nor 
can he be ſaid at-all to break his 


Marriage Covenant if he does not 


follow the Advice of his Father, or 
uſe his Wife ſo kindly as his Father 


Exhorted him ro do; becauſe the 


Woman takes him upon the expreſs 
Terms of a Marriage, for Better for 
Worſe, yet hardly any Man but will 
cauſe the Remembrance of his Dying 
Father's Exhortations and Recom- 
mendations to Influence his Conduct 
very much; and if he be a Kind and 

3 Tender 


(13) 

Tender Husband, It can hardly be ſup- 
poſed he will lay any burthen upon his 
Wife but what he ſhall find of Neceſſity 
at that time for the preſervation and 
Good of his Family, and with due Regard 
to her Circumſtances and Abilities, 


This I take to be ſomething like 


the Caſe here, and therefore, that what 


ever Unkindneſſes or Miſunderſtan- 
dings may thus paſs on either fide be- 
tween the Marryed Couple, 7. e. The 
Iwo Nations, yet that this can by no 
means be called a Breach of the Mar- 
riage Contract: Nor can either ſide 
Claim thereby, that the Märriage or 
Union ſhould be Diſſolved, which in- 


deed by the Nature of the Bargain 


cannot be done, no not by the mutual 
Conſent of the Parties Marryed or 
United. | l 

I might carry this Simily much 
further, but this Caſe admits not to 
be ſpoken of in Parables; we are now 
come to ſuch a height in the miſun- 
derſtanding of one another, tliat he 
who will ſpeak of the thing to the 
Purpoſe, mult ſpeak of it in the plain 
Language, which the People he ſpeaks 
to make uſe ot in it. 


A The 


| 
| 


ſtice and in an Equality, which was 


( 14 ) 


The Occaſions of the Nation re- 
quire, that the Malt Tax as it is ge- 
nerally called, ſhould be laid on by 
the Parliament for the Year 1713, 
and accordingly a Bill has paſs'd the 
Houſe of Commons (as per their Votes) 
for laying the uſual — of 45. per 
Quarter, or 6 d. per Buſhell upon Malt, 
Commencing the 24th of Jane next, 
by which Bill ag we are told by the 


Scot Gentlemen who are withoutDoors, 


the People of Scotland are charged with 
the ſaid Duties which they never were 
before, having been Exempted ſrom it 
by the Articles of the Union. 
What has been ſaid for or againſt 
this Bill in the Houſe of Commons 
while it was in Debate there, this I 
may not ſpeak of here. But I find the 
Scots Gentlemen, I fay, who are in 
Town, and not in the Houſe, in a Fer- 
ment hardly to be deſcribed about it, 
and from them it runs thro? all the 
Town, and is now in every Bodies 
Mouth, thus or in Words to this pur- 
poſe. 
That Scotland is Ruined, that the 
Tax is an Intollerable Burthen, that 
they are nor Treated in it with Ju- 


* 


— — 


(15) 
in all other "Taxes laid down, as the 
ſtared Method of Taxing Scotland at 
the time of the Union ; that they were 
told, that in all Taxings the Circum- 
ſtances and Abillity of Scotland to bear 
the Taxes which were to be Impoſed 


is exprelly_ mentioned as the reaſon 
Which induced the Scots in the Treaty 
of Union to ſubmit the matter of 


vere be ſuppoled would lay any fort of 
m it | Burthens upon the United Kingdom, 
| but with due Regard to the ſaid Cir- 
ainſt | cumſtances, and to the Abillity of e- 
nons very Part of the ſaid Kingdom to bear 
his I Ithe ſame. | 
the Others carrying their Diſſatisfaction 
© in higher, forgetting Decency, and the 
per- | Reſpect due, not to the Parliament only, 
ut it, I but to the whole Government alſo, talk 
the [With a Freedom not fit to be repeated 
odies I=.) Of the Union being broken, the 


; pur- Contract void, and that they will go to 


the Queen, and laying their Reaſons be- 

- the fore Her Majeſty, humbly deſire her to 
that declare the Union diſſolved, and to re- 
h Tu- mit the Nations back to their reſpective 
Tas [{eparate State and Independency one on 
ia another. Whether 


. 2 — — — 


ſhould be Conſidered, and that tins. 


future Taxings to the Wiſdom of a 
Britiſh Parliament, who it could not 


— 


traordinary Step as that Whether 


they know before they go, the Perſon 


FT 
Whether any one has gone of this Er- 
rand or no, 'or will go, is not the Sub- 
ject of my Speculation at this time; 
but it may come under Enquiry, and 
fuch People would do well to conſi- 
der before they proceed to ſuch an ex- 


hey are not aſſured before they offer 
fuch a thing to the Queen, that it is 
what her Majeſty can do; and then what 
they may be ſaid to be guilty of, who go 
ro any Perſon to ask a thing, which 


they go to cannot grant. 

' In molt Ca ſes that I could name, ſuch 
a thing would be calld bantering the 
Perſon, in ſome Caſes it would be called 
inſulting ; what it may be called in this 
Caſe is not fit for me to determine, 
Her Majeſty will not be at a Loſs wha 
Opinion to paſs upon it. 
In the mean time I muſt acknowledge! 
meet with none, no not one Man of Senſe 
and of Moderation, but what condemns ande 
cenſures the Action as wanting in Reſpect, JMuci 
in Prudence and in Policy; and it may beſaſter 
hoped ſuch a general Diſlike will influence gre 
the Gentlemen not to think of taking ſuch ait 1s 
Step; if any have done it already, | ſay no-ſ#s ir 
thing at all to that part, what I ſay, is tog Arti- 


perſuadeand prevail upon thoſe who have notgree! 
| | doneleland 


ties, 
ſol re 


(17) 
done it, that they may lay aſide the Thoughts 


s Er- Jof it, as a thing not to be juſtify'd to their 

Suh- | Reaſon or Duty, and is nothing at all to thoſe 

me: ho may have fo far forgotten themſelves, as 
and to have taken any wrong ſtep already. 


The principal Reaſon why I mention this is, 


onli- ¶ becauſe I cannot ſee with all the Eyes I have, 
n ex- or with all the Reaſoning I can think of, that 
ether ¶ there is the leaſt Ground in all this, to ſay or 
offer ¶ ſuggeſt that the Union is broken, much leſs that 


it is 
what 
ho go 
yhich 
erſon 


, ſuch 
3 the 
called 
n this 
mine, 
what 


edge | 
' Senſe 
ins and 


the Convention or Agreement between the 
two Nations Is DissoL vp by this Act; and 
if, whatever may have been before, this is not 
ſo, then all the Reaſons they give for the Un- 
calineſs abovelaid fall to the Ground. 

Let none ſuggeſt that becauſe I inſiſt upon it 
that the Union is not broken and diſſolved, that 
therefore I am to argue for the Charging Scot- 
land with the Malt Tax; it is evident that the 
Doing or not Doing it is out of the queſtion, 
as well as out of the province of a Pamphlet to 
debate, (1) Becauſe the thing is done, and 
(2) Becauſe it is the Legality of the Fact only 
that we are now ſpeaking of, not the Conveni- 
ence of it. 

| regret exceedingly the thing, I lament the 
heavy Burthen this Tax will be to poor Scot- 
land; and am willing to expreſs my ſelf as 


eſpect,Jmuch: that way, as a ſincere Sorrow for a Diſ- 
hay beſaſter to that Nation can require; but there is 
fluenceſa great difference between being very ſorry that 
- ſuch alit is ſo, and crying out againſt the Parliament 
ſay no-P#s injurious, ſaying it is illegal, contrary to 
y, is toſArticles, and a Breach of the ſtipulated A- 
ve notgreement with Scotland, complaining of En- 
donqeland as treacherous, falſe, a Breaker of Trea- 
ties, &c. and that therefore the Union is diſ- 

ſol ved- G This 


„% — 


(18) . 
This I can by no means allow, but on the con- 
try ſhall prove that Scotland her ſelf, even by in 
the Treaty of Union, has agreed and conſented Co 
that this Tax ſhould, at this time too, be laid I qua 
upon them, if the Britiſh Parliament thought it Kin 
needful to be ſo. | nt be t. 
If this can be proved, then I think the In. a4 
temperance of all the Meaſures which any have Þ ien 
taken, or may take, in their cenſuring the Gre 
Proceedings of the Parliament, will ſufficieatly I pril 
be reproved. 1 
To prove this we need go no further than Nd 
the Treaty it ſelf, and the Articles, which ex- az7e 
reſly declare (1) That no Exemptions but 244: 
ſuch as are mentioned in the ſaid Articles, ſhallf:iox 
be inſiſted. * (2) That all Exemptions from Du- N Scot 
ties, or Laying on Duties, with relation tobe 
Scotland, ſhall be, and is thereby wholly left to nece 
the Determination of the Parliament of Greatſallec 
Britain. wer 
It cannot then but be in the breaſt of theſ[Scor/ 
Parliament of Great Britain, to judge when it Com 
is proper to tax Scotland with any Paymentſto bt 
whatſoever, which is not expreſs'd to be ex-fand 
empted, and which Scotland is not directly freed[s/ar 
from in the Articles of the Union. from 
But to bring this ngarer, we are next to exa- Meri 
mine how the particular Caſe of the Malt Taxhion 
ſtands, with reſpe& ta Scatland, and for this toſqual 
look back not to the Articles only, but to theBoth 
Debates of the Commiſſioners and ParliamentÞ--/. 
about this very Tax, and the Articles of A 
nion. Theſe are at large ſet down in De Foe at 1; 
Hiſtory of the Union, which however being toofCom; 
long to be repeated here, will be in part ſup» co 
ply'd by the Following briet Account of it. [the b 


=_ 7 
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| (19) 

con- The Firſt Treaty was carry'd on at London 
n by] in the Year 1708; in which Treaty the Lords 
ented £ Commiſſioners for England had propoſed an E- 
laid quality of all Taxes to be laid upon the United 
ght it Kingdom. The Words are theſe, That there 
be the ſame Cuſtoms, Exciſes, and all other Taxes, 
he In. ¶ and the ſame Prohibitions, Reſtriftions, and Regula- 
have IN trons of Trade, throughout the United Kingdom of 
g the Great Britain. Vde the Minutes, 29th of A- 

[ently pril 1706. Hiſt. of the Union, Fo. 27. 
To this the Lords Commiſſioners for Scot - 
r than land anſwer'd on the 13th of May, That they do 
ch ex-[agree to the Equality bf Exciſe on Beer, Ale, 
is but Aum, Cyder, Spirits, &c. But propoſe an Exemp- 
„ ſhall ien from al other Burthens and Exciſes, within 
m Du- Scotland, for a competent time, to be adjuſted in- 
on tothe Courſe of the Treaty Ibid. Fol. 33. It is 
left toſ neceſſary, as we quote this, to give the Reaſons 
-Greatfalledged for this Demand of Exemption, which 
were thus expreſſed (viz.) That the Subjects of 
of the Scotland may by the Benefit ariſing by the 
hen it Communication of Trade, be put in a Capacity 
ymentſto bear a Proportion of Burthens and Exciſes, 
be ex- land they hope the Lords Commiſſioners for Ex- 
7 freedÞÞs/and will be convinc'd, that the Immunity 
trom thoſe other Burthens and Exciſes for a 
to exa- Term of Years, is conſiſtent with an entire U- 
It Taxhion, and will not put the Trade on an une- 
this toſqual foot, when the preſent Circumſtances of 
to theſBoth Kingdoms are duely conſider'd. id. 
iamentſTol. 34. Part iv. ; 
of U The Anſwer to this Propoſal is ſet down 
De Foe gat large, but is in Effect this, That the Lords, 
ing toofCommiſſioners for England tv ſhew their readyneſs 
rt ſupÞo comply with every thing that was reaſonable to 
"it. Phe bringing the Treaty te a good Effett, are wil- 
. Wing to enter into the Conſideration of the pærticu- 
The C2 lar 
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lar Burithens and Exerciſes ſo deſired to be Ex- 
empted Point Point, but that requiring Time, 
they in the General, declare, that they are enclined 
to Conſent to an Exemption of Exciſes and 
Burthens as is propoſed, in ſuch Caſtr where it 


may done without Prejudice to the Trade an 


Manufactures. ib. fol. 34. Part Iv. 

Theſe things as mentioned here make it 
Evident, that the Exemption of theſe Bur- 
thens and Exciſes for a competent Time 
only, was propoſed even by the Scots Com- 
miſſioners themſelves. That is, that they did 


not underſtand or deſire to have it underſtood, 


that the ſaid Exemption ſhould or could be 
perpetual. This farther appears in the De- 
bates upon that Head the 17th of May follows 
ing, thus, The Lords Commiſſioners for Scotland 
from, their Conſideration of the preſent Circum- 
ſtances of Scotland find themſelves under a ne- 
ceſſity to renew their Propoſal for an Exemption 
fer A, competent Time, from all other Exerciſes 
and Burthens: That the Subjects of Scotland may 
by the Benefit of Trade be enabled Cheerfully to 
bear an Equality of all other Burthens. ib. Part 
iv. fol. 37. . | 

In the Debates of the 18th of May, The 
Engliſh Commiſſioners anſwered, That they 
underſtood this Exemption to extend only to 


ſuch Duties as then ſubſiſted in England: ButFfair | 
if the Scots Commiſſioners would extend theirſbeen 
Propoſal of the 13th to an Exemption fromſthe 
all Burthens and Exciſes, which the Parliament And 
of Great Britain may hereafter find neceſſary] Tl 
to impoſe on the United Kingdom.  Fheſthe E 
Lords Commiſſioners for England are of Opi - Pcotlia 
nion, that it cannot be ſuppoſed the Parlia · for a 
meat of Great Britain will ever lay any ſortſſent 
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of Burthens upon the United Kingdom, but 
what they ſhall find of Neceſlity at that Time 
for the Preſervation and Good of the Whole, 
and with due Regard to the Circumſtances and- 
Abilities of every Part of the United King- 
dom, and to allow of any Suppoſition to the 
contrary, would be to form and ſet up an un- 
anſwerable Argument againſt the Union it ſelf. 

To this the Lords Commiſſioners for Scotland, 
after long Deliherations conſented, and the firſt , 
Treaty was concluded with no other Proviſion 
againſt the Malt Tax than an Exemption from 
it during that current Year, as is expreſs'd in 
the 13th Article as follows. = | 

That during the continuance of the Duty upon 

Malt payable in England, which determines the 
24th Day of June 1727, Scotland ſhall not be 
charg d with that Duty. £1 N 

But when this Treaty came to be Debated in 

Scotland, and things were not carry'd on with 
ſuch Temper and Mutual Confidence as they had 
been in the Treaty in England: The Parliament 
in Scotland after ſeveral Debates, thought fit to 
Grant a longer Exemption for ſeveral Duties, 
_ for this of the Malt among the reſt, take it 
thus. | 

Friday the 6th of Decemcer 1706. 
The Debates of the Day were upon the Af- 
fair of the MaltTax, the previous Queſtion had 


1 theirſbcen put (viz.) Whether the Exemption from 


1 from 


the Malt Tax ſhould be Temporary or Perpetual? 


amentAnd it was carryed Temporary. 


cellary 


Then the main Queſtion was put, Whether. 


 Fheſſthe Exemption from any Impoſition on Malt in 
f Opi-PScotland ſhould be during this preſent War, or 
Parliasfor a longer time, and carryed during the pre- 
ny ſortpcat War only? | 

O1 


The 
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The Difficulties in theſe things in Scotland 
ariſe from this Queſtion, Whether they ſhould 
depend upon the Britiſh Parliament maintain- 
ing a juſt and an equal Regard to the gaad of 
the whole United Iſland after the Union, and 
that they would have Reſpect to the Circum- 
ſtances of every Part in their laying Taxes? Or 
whether they ſhould Pin them down in all time c 
coming, that no other, Burthens or Taxcs ſhould if x; 
be laid on, than thoſe already mention'd.? | 
The Suppoſition of the Parliament of Bri- W ” 
tain's being Partial againſt Scotland, and the Re- WW... 
E of Scotland being few being oppreſ- Not 
ed and out Voted, as l have noted already, tho? Ine. 
it was a popular Notion and improved to an If 
extravagant Height without Doors, yet it WY... 
had not obtain'd ſo as to be own'd in the Hz 


Parliament, nor indeed could any Man with Wthe 


juſt Reaſon have ſuppoſed ſuch a thing, and Nhe. 
therefore to offer at a politive Limitation on 
the Parliament of Britain ſeem'd to have nen 
ſomething in it very harſh. * 
Again, it was alledg'd, That to Limit the Bij; 
Parliament of Britain, not to lay on any other /. 
Cuſtoms, Exciſee, Taxes, Duties or Burthens, 
than thoſe conſented to in this Act, was to Þr.,;;; 
take away the Power from the People of he v 
Britain, to conform their Affairs even to ng 
their own Circumſtances, ſince the time might . 
. : a e Pa 
come when ſome of theſe Duties might be- Ire m. 


come burthenſome that now were not fo, 
and others which now would be burthen!vme, might be 
more for the Publick Service; but to rye the Parliament 
dowa abſolutely, as in thi: caſe, would be to limit them from 
making Alterations in the pabiick Taxes, tho' apparently. 
for the publick Advantage, and would in effect take from 
from them that Power for which they were real y con Titus 
ted, viz. to diſpoſe the Peoples Purſes, and redrels their 
CGrievaicc » - 
: It 
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land It was long argued that the Parliament ought to be limit- 

Id red in this Caſe, becauſe of the danger there was of Scot- 
151 land being burthen'd wich intolerable Taxes, and of the 
all- WF prefent Circumftances of Scotland, which were allow'd to 
of be unable to bear them. That under the Pretence of alte- 
and ration of Taxes, oppreſſive Duties might be laid upon 
um- Sorland. which tho' they might be tolerable in England, 
I were not ſo here, and they ought to provide againſt them. 
? Or bat it was refoly'd at laft into this, That all future 
time Contingences muſt b: left to a Bririſh Parliament, and the 
ould I words of theArcicles contain a ſuificient Reaſon for ſo doing 

And thus with ſome Difficulty the Clauſe was paſſed, 
without any further Amendment, 

Theſe are ſuch clear Teſtimonies, That the limiting 
the Exemption of the Malt Tax in Scotland to the Term 
ot the War, was the meer Act and Deed of the Parlia- 
ment in Scotland. That it was fo far from being thought 
a ſhort while or a Hardſhip, that it was the Effect of 
their warmeſt Debates and higheft Diftruſt of the Engliſt. 
That TreateYs or Commiſſioners from Scotland at the Treaty 
at London, had acquieſced with the Exemption only for 
the current Year, leaving the reſt to the Conſideration of 
the Britiſh Parliament, But that the Parliament of Scotland, 
expreſſing ſome Diffatisfaction, or at leaſt, leis Confidence 
in the {aid Britiſh Parliament at that time, made an Amend- 
ment to the Firſt Treaty, in theſe Words, viz. That be; Duti-s 
on Malt now payable in England, ſhall not be Charged upon t e 
Subj:ts of Scotland, during the Continuance of the preſens 
War, | : | 

Upon this Foundation the Legality of the preſent Caſe, 
viz.) Of laying on the Malt Buty upon the Subject of 
corland ; fo that all the Pretence for its being a Breach of 
he Union is really taken away, the Scots Parliament ba- 
11g conſented and agreed that the Exemption ſhould ex- 
end to the End of the War only. This was the utmoſt 
he Parliament of Scotland inſiſted upon, and the Words 
re made a Clauſe in the xv Article of the Union. | 

{ think it would be of no fignification to mention here 
he Cavils of ſome People about the Words, The End of 
rliament e Preſent Var; as that the War is not ended, the Ratifi- 
em from ati ons ot the Peace with all the Allies being not actually 
wparentlyFxchanged, as particularly with Spain. This is of ſo lit- 
ake from le moment, the War being acknowledg'd on all hands to 
con ditu · qe at an end, that it needs no other Anſwer. 
els their Upon whit other Suppoſition the Gentlemen of the 

North can ſuggeſt the Union is broken and diſſolved, T 
Itpean particularly as it relates to the Malt Tax, we can- 
| nat 


| . (WY) ; 
not prejudge, neither can any Anſwer be given thereto, 
until thoſe other Suppoſitions may appear. | 

Paſſing then from the Diſpute of the Legality of this Tax 
being now laid upon Scotland, and its Conſiſtency with the 
Vnion, Two things remain before us, which being lightly 
touch'd contain the whole Argument (viz.) 1. #hbat can be 
ſaid in Defence of the violent Neſeniments which ſome People 
are pleaſed to expreſs on thu Occaſion ;, and (2) What will be 

' the Conſequences of ibis Duty in Scotland. 

(1) Mbat ſhall we ſay ts the warm Expreſſions of Reſent. 

ment which are made ſo publick among ſome Men upon this 
. . Occaſion, even to 4 Degree tbat I think is criminal, as it by 
been threaming to the Conſtitution and publick Peace. 

As to that I think notbing- can be ſaid to juſtify it, and 
therefore to ſay nothing at all to if, is to ſhew ſuch a Ten. 
derneſs to the Perſons as they ought to think themſelve; 

very much oblig'd by, Indiſcretions are beſt forgotten, 
Time will make the Perſons themſelves remember them, 
and be very glad they were permitted to go no farther, 

It is acknowledged, Scotland will be pinch'd hard by the 
Duties upon Malt, but to talk Diſloyally and Undutifully 
upon ſuch a Head is to make that a Criine, which is only 
a Misfortune. Nor have the People who thus Exprels 
themſelves, the leaſt pretence for ſaying they ſpeak the Lar- 
guage of Scotland, when they talk thus. The People of 
Scotland may be Aggrieved, and may Complain of thoſe 

1 Grievances, but they never, eſpecially as a Nation or Body 
| | extend thoſe Complaiits beyond the Duty of Good Sub- 


| as. | 
[ | F (2.) What will be the Conſequence of this Duty in Scot- 
, land? It is allowed, it will fall hard: But England has 
; many Ways to make Scotland amends for any Hardſhip 
5 they may fall under on this Account. One way eſpecially 
ö would be to paſs an Act that the Ale Which is now 1 4. per 
| Chopin or Quart, may be ſold at Five Farthings, or- Three 
Half-pence by the Retailer, and in proportion by the 
Common Brewer, without advancing the Duty of Excile, 
which without ſuch an Att they cannot do. 
Since theſe Sheets were in the Preſs, we (ee the Houſe of 
Commons about to take into conſideration that Part of 
Her Majefty's Speech which relates to the Encouragement 
of the Fiſhery. This is a large Field, in which there is a 
bundance of reom to do Scotland good and England allo 
and by which, if ſuitable ſteps, are taken, England may ficd 
ways and means ſo to allift Scotland in Trade, in circulati- 
on of Money, and in employment of the Poor, ſo as that 


the Malc Tax ſhall be no Burthen to them, 
| FINIS. 
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